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The next 50 Chinese characters X

The booklet ”Writing Chinese with 50 easy characters” shows on 24 pages 50 of the easy Chinese
characters with a form of "memorizing hint” with the purpose that elementary students of Chinese
can overcome to learn the first characters and get some idea of this interesting part of the Chinese
culture. Further there are included 35 other a little more complicated characters which are needed to
write a few important elementary sentences, see the summary on the back of the booklet, page 24 in
booklet no. 1 (_I= ), which we here refer to as: p 1-24. We now enlarge here in this booklet no. 2 (#)
with 50 also a little less easy characters, e.g. with the intension of being able to write a few more
words from China’s rich geography and culture, and to expand the Chinese numeral system.

W T
Hanzi
Chinese character, or: ¥ Han-people - character

X Han-people (as in the typography here): we see a face with a flat-topped headscarf with bristle

hair and a hair pigtail on his right. = is shown on p 1-16.
(The Han Dynasty lasted for ca. 400 years, from ca. 200 B.C. to ca. 200 A.D., i.e. in the same
period as the Roman Empire evolved and expanded to the whole Mediterranean area).

Characters can be seen big size on the back of this booklet, p 24, in the common typography here.

S\ Hanrén = Han people. 1§ hdohan = brave man, hero
- hanzi = man, fellow; notice the small difference to: X5 Hanzi = character.
(¥ zi =son: p 1-16).

s

Hanyii

Chinese language

L Han people i language. & is made of 3 elements: in front the small ”i” person with a cap

informs us of the 5 tones in Chinese language by letting the numeral 5 stand on a box: I kou; 5:

Bl

~

wu

5 (five)

Written as an ”h” standing on the horizontal ground with a horizontal hat on top, an h as a hand
with 5 fingers, a hand like the Roman numeral V (= 5).

(The other numerals are shown later, on p 12).

FL AN 7 wishi gé Hanzi = 50 Chinese characters
Hi& Riyu = Japanese language (see p 1-6).

W3 ytiwén = language and literature; (3 wén = language, literature, see p 1-13).
[17E kouyt = spoken language; (I kdu = mouth:)
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On p 1-7 we have the easy character for mouth: 1 kou, a square for an open mouth, which could be
a singing mouth, here a choir of 3:

I&

chang

sing

3 persons sing with an open mouth, by the low person to the right and the tall person behind we see
the tongue in the middle of the mouth. The open square (or quadrangle) speaking mouth is part of
several characters and words:

Wi

shud

speak

We see a person as one big open mouth, 2 bristle hair, stamping his foot, standing by a sign like
an "1’ for informing with his speech.

1B shuoming = explain, explanation, illustrate; (B ming = bright, see p 1-7).

%]

hua

word, speak, speech

On a box (the speaking square mouth symbol) by an 1’ sign we see a speaker with open arms
giving information. (The 1 (radical) symbol is often part of characters in connection with speech,
language, etc. as we see here; see also about radicals p 15, p 1-13, 1-20, 1-21).

99799
1

i1 shuohua = speak, talk iK1 shuo dahua = brag, big talk; (X da = big, see p 1-4).
I

dianhua

telephone

Telephone: speak by electricity.
(Our speaking person has taken the phone-receiver to speak by a box phone with 4 segments):

H,

dian

electricity

A cable leads from the ground up through a box divided into 4 segments.

i, [] dianmén = switch (p 1-7) FL 7 dianché = tram, trolleybus (p 1-11).

L

diannao

computer

An electric brain, shown as a box with cross wires, having a lid with handle, placed by a moon H
yué giving brightness, (p 1-6).

fiXi T ndozi = brain
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i

ting

listen

We saw p 1-10, the simple open shed character |~ chdng = factory. A person with open gaping
mouth stands by the wall and listens to the standing T-person inside Telephoning, T for ting.

Wit tingshud = be told, hear about, it is said ...

If we remove the gaping mouth from Fr we get:

ﬁ
Jjin
pound, Chinese weight unit ca. ¥2 kg

5 JT gongjin = kg (kilogram), modern weight unit (’public pound”):

A
gong

public

A public servant is sitting leaning forward below 2 shields and writing. Public servants were highly
respected and important in China.

I~y gonggong = grandfather (father’s father), the wife’s father in law

The most important person in the family. The family is important in China and the elder people are
highly respected.

There are also other words for grandfather.

(See next page: A3 gonggong).

K7\ taigong = great grandfather (p 1-4).
%2 gong’an = public security, police, “creating public peace”, % an = peace (p 1-18).
s X gongwén = document, official paper, (p 1-13).

7~ gongli = km (kilometre), modern length unit (”public 1i”):

EEL

Ii

li = ca. 500 m, Chinese length unit

Does also mean: H 1i = inside

What is inside the gift box placed on the post standing from the ground?

K

mi

m (meter) modern length unit (1000 m = 1 km)

Does also mean: >K mi = rice

Looks like a tree A mu (p 1-8) with 2 bristly rice straws on the upper part.
Looks somehow like a + and an x combined.
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AN S
gonggong

public

Each character means public. The second public servant stands there happy with cross twinkling

eyes, arms stretched out, and legs apart, waiting for the message from the other writer.
th Jt Zhonggong = CPC = the Communist Party of China

7N

gongyuan

park

Our Greek number 7 pi now with a flat cap walks around in the square, fenced park.

bt ¥ yuanzi = garden
We saw the character ¥ zi = son, child on p 1-16, so a garden is a small park, a “park child”.

Jt

yuan

Chinese dollar

Our Greek number & pi with a flat cap, here without the fence around, without the frame.

/v 76 Gongyuan = A.D. (= after the year 0)

éj\
fen
Chinese cent, 100 43 =1 G

Does also mean: minute (see p 7)
Here a stunted & pi is squeezed down below 2 shields.

AR ™

rénminbi

RMB = China currency

Notice the small difference between: M bi = currency and i shi = municipality (see p 16).

M

min

people, civilian

We see a person with a rectangular head walking on stepping feet and waving his arms.

A rénmin = people [ gongmin = citizen [X 3 minzhit = democracy (see next page)
“F[& pingmin = civilian, common people

%Z

ping

calm, peaceful, common, flat, even

A common calm face with a wide mouth, oblique Chinese eyes, and a flat hat.
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ok

740

early morning

Wee aim our sight cross towards the low early morning sun H ri (p 1-6).

H I+ zdoshang = early morning (p 1-11)

ﬁF

~

wu
noon

The draught ox - nil (see p 11) gets a rest at noon “f- wii with feeding at this hay stand, made as a
post with 2 crossbars. (Notice the small writing difference: 2, -, the ox 4 nili has a top-horn).

_"4F shangwii = morning before noon
You get towards noon, like |- % shangché = getting into the car (see p 1-12).

T4 xiawli = afternoon
You get away from noon, like % xiaché = getting out of the car (see p 1-12).

ES

zhtu

host

We earlier (p 1-9) saw the characters: . gong = work and + wang = king.
Now we just place a tassel on top of the king and he becomes a host.

A zhiirén = host, owner, master
If we squeeze the wry T person radical symbol (p 1-13) tight to him the host invites us to stay:

i
zhu
live (where you live)

IZR

chuang

bed

Consists of & mu = tree under an open shed roof with a bird on the top /|~ guing = broad, (p 1-8,
10). Inside the shed a wooden bed is placed.

H

yong

use

The character for moon H yué (p 1-6) has here got a centre line to make more use of its light.

AN H bayong = it is not necessary (p 1-19) s | gongyong = for public use (p 4)
/5~ HiL1E gongyong dianhua = phone for public use (p 3)
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dian

o’clock

In the old days you often saw a big sundial on a gable wall or tower wall, e.g. as a horizontal rod
stretching out from the wall, making its shadow on a circle arch with the time written.

We here see such a sundial from the side, placed on top of a box raised on 4 “legs”.

T 45 wii disin = 5 o’clock
F. =i wi didn érshiwii = the time is 5:25,
or 15t T F.% wii didin érshiwli fén = the time is 5:25 (5 o’clock hours 25 minutes) (p 5).

47 shi féen = very much
- /4> shi ér fen = more than very much, more than 100%, extremely

ing

shi

time / hour

A person stands watching the sun [ ri (p 1-6) to see the time.

B shishi = always
i [5] shijian = time (e.g. hours and minutes):

[i]

jian

room / measure word for room

We look through a door '] mén (p 1-7) into a room with 2 boxes.

&1 didn has more meanings (than o’clock above):

& dian = drop

4 drops come from the bottom of the box here, a box with a handle at the top. In characters the
different strokes have their special names, and the 4 small drops from the bottom are called: xi diin.
Dots, £1 dian, are part of many characters right from our first pages, see e.g. p 1-4 X tai = very.

Ri¥- didnzi = idea, key point; (- zi = child p 1-16), (the small drop that becomes something big).
— 5 )L yidianr = a little bit; — yi =y = number 1, JL (é)r = child (p 1-3 and 1-17).

Rk dianhud = ignite a fire:

huo
fire
A person A rén is waving his arms, because there is a fire.

‘K% hudché = train; % ché = vehicle (p 1-11).
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KM feiji = airplane:

©
fei

fly
We see an artificial bird fly with its 2 wings.

Ml

j

machine, engine

A piece of wood A mu (p 1-8) is mounted to a steel stand JL ji (p 13) to give a machine.

7

xing

go, travel / OK, all right, it is acceptable

We see a T with a foot after a wry T, both with a hat, so it is all right to travel, everything is OK.
(There are also other expressions for OK).

47 N\ xingrén = pedestrian

17 is also pronounced: 17 hang = row / firm / occupation, profession
The 2 T’s stands in a row ready to enter the firm. (17 is used e.g. p 13 and 17).

The pronunciation Hang is also due for: #1 Hang for the city: i/ Hangzhou (see p 16).

Kk

lai

come

Both a cross + and a kind of X and on the top a cross line shows the joy by coming, (see >k mi p 4)

FS

qu

go, leave

A cross on top on a cross line on a barge shows that someone is leaving.

i

wa

nothing, has not

A person with a narrow face and a flat hat waves his arms and one foot, because he has got nothing.

JCH wi yong = useless, (p 6)
T/ wi bu = without exception, (p 1-19)

Toilet e.g.:
Jo N\ wi rén = vacant, without person, (p 1-2)
A N ydu rén = occupied, has a person, (p 1-15)
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TF % T 4 R % 1

FHL shou ji = cell phone, (p 1-13)
[5]3k huilai = return, (p 1-7)

3:'2

kai

open, start

E.qg. the shop has opened. The entrance door spreads out its arms to show that here is open.

PS

guan

close, turn off

E.g. the shop has closed. A rén = a person has taken on his hat with 2 feathers to leave, and
stretches his arms out to show: closed here.

¥ % kai guan = switch

NN
NN
~

yu
rain
The rain drips with 4 drops inside the house that even has an extra roof on a big post.

NI xiayt =it rains (p 1-11)

A

sdn

umbrella, sunshade

An umbrella or sunshade with leaning supports is placed on a post above a table.

ES

guo

fruit

A tree K mu grows a box of fruit on its top, a 4 segmented box (p 1-8).

7K IR shuigud = fruit (7K shui = water, see p 15).

5
Ii

plum / surname

A tree /K mu grows its offspring, children - zi from the bottom: as plums (p 1-8 and 1-16).

1t

hua

flower

2 stalks carry a flat flower tray with 2 flowers, the 2 stalks as a wry T + an L with 2 inclined leave
stalks. (Left side stalk: see p 1-13 person radical 1 , right side stalk: see & qi =7 p 12).
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ma

horse

| remember this as an artistic horse with a rider: we see the belly and the back of the horse with
galloping hind legs, and the rider sits leaning over the raised head of the horse. (The historic
evolution of this and other characters is different, but this is left for a later interesting cultural study).

5, |+ miashang = immediately, (1 shall do that fast as on a horse”). _I on p 1-11.

BT

mama

mother, mommy

4% ma = mother is pronounced in the same manner as 5 mi = horse, so the same symbol is used
here but with the female symbol % nii in front. The character is doubled to “soften” the word, (to
about the same word as it is used by children in many languages).

i
ma

question marker particle

i ma is pronounced in the same way as & mad = horse, so the same symbol is used, but with an
open gaping mouth in front: 1 koéu (p 1-7).

Questions can be formed by adding " ma after the normal sentence:
PRUEDEDS 2 ni shud Hanytt ma? = do you speak Chinese?

We saw p 1-19 that we can also make a question using A4~ bu = not:
PRUEABEDE 2 ni shud bu shud Hanyti? = do you speak Chinese?

ANIMAL CALENDAR: 4 JJj nongli = Lunar Calendar, Agricultural Calendar (see next page):

The traditional Chinese calendar, works according to the phases of the moon with shift of month by
new moon. There are 12 months in a normal year, and occasionally 13 months (about every 3’ year).
Traditional Chinese philosophy of life finds it of influence what animal year you are born, and how
different people are in harmony with one another.

I, m3 = horse is one of the 12 animals in 4% JJj ndngli = Animal Calendar: the year 2002 is the
year of the horse, and so is every 12th year before and after, e.g. 1990 and 2014. The animal year
changes at the 2° new moon after winter solstice and begins with the Chinese New Year festival
lasting 2 weeks. The moon new year falls on different dates in late January or February from year to
year. The year of the horse begins in 2014 on Friday January 31st, and lasts to Thursday February
19th, 2015, when the year of the sheep (or goat) begins:

F

yang

sheep, goat

We see the 2 ears of the sheep and that its sides are bristly round with wool.

IES shanyang = goat, mountain goat
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¥

néng

farmer

A farmer walks with his wide shadowy hat with a seed basket on his stomach and swinging his arm
back to sow his grain.

il

li

calendar / go through

We here see our h-strength 77 i (p 1-14) has gone below the factory shed roof | ching (p 1-10)
to look into the calendar.

4% IR nongmin = farmer (see p 5)
H [ rili = calendar (normal calendar, like the western), (p 1-6).

4

shéng

give birth to

This character is described as: up from the ground == tii (p 1-8) there grows, is born, a plant with a
vertical stalk and 2 upper cross stalks and to the left with a leaf.

With (p 1-18) & pronounced zhing we get: £ shéngzhing = grow for our born plant.

"t H shengri = birthday (p 1-6 H ri = sun, day)
=4 xuéshéng = student

/é3

xing

is called, is named (regarding the surname alone)

The character for woman % nli + the character for giving birth 4= shéng. The woman gives birth to
a child to get the surname. % xing is used for the surname only, and 1Y jiao (p 1-2) is used for the
given name or the full name. Chinese: first the family name then the given name, e.g. Jensen Niels.

% &

xiansheng
Mister, Mr., husband, teacher
Our Greek pi © with a cross like head with a cap in his back head walked earlier towards being born:

4t xian = first, earlier
If we let 4= sheng loose the ground connection by removing the bottom cross line we get:

7t

nid

COw, 0X

An important animal in farming. 4 nid is in the Animal Calendar (e.g. year 2009). (See F- wii p 6).
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NUMBERS

We have earlier considered some easy numbers, numerals, p 1-3. Here are all the numbers:

——Z—=WHaHANtEt NN+t BH T Ji 1z
y1 ¢r san si wu liu qi ba jiu shi bai qian wan yi
1 23 45 6 78 9 10 100 1,000 10,000 100,000,000
Chinese system: 1 0000 1 0000 0000

100 (one hundred) is called: — & yi bidi = 100
1000 is: —F- yi gian = 1,000

10000 is: —J3 yiwan = 10,000

10000 0000 is; —1Z yiyi= 100,000,000

(The pronunciation of yi can be yi or yi depending on the tone of the following word).

The Chinese numeral system operates with blocks of 4 zeros, where the Vest uses 3 zeros. (This
should be remembered also when we communicate in English, and also remember that billion is
1000 times bigger in part of Europe than in USA).

We have earlier considered the numbers: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 10, 100, 1,000 (p 1-3 and p 2). The rest are:

75 liu =6, ahead + a cross line + two legs: looks like a running man without body.
-+ qi =7, looks like the numeral 7 with a cross line, turned around top down.
J\ba =8, looks like 2 simple curved lines striving upwards.

JLjitt =9, looks like an h with an outwards tamping foot.

J3 wan =10,000, looks like an h with a flat hat with an inwards tamping foot.

{¢. yt = 100,000,000, from the wry T through the alphabet to Z.

% ling =0 (zero)

The complicated character for 0 is here included to make the numbers complete.

Being a farmer’s boy, so: a dairy maid who is milking cows has a flat cap, her arms are stretched
out with hanging relaxed hands, she has 4 breasts (or is it rolls of fat), she has just got up from her
overturning milking stool so that she is about dropping her underpants in one side).

Forget for now to write this character. The Chinese instead often write the European: 0

P lidng =2
2 circus artists with flat hats perform on a carpet beater steel pipe stand.

The number 2: in correct Chinese 4 liang = 2 is used instead of — ér =2 when it is followed by a
measure word or the like, e.g.:

P~ ligng gé rén = 2 persons

P liing is only used for 2, not for 12 og 22 etc: -+ -~ A ér shi ér gé rén = 22 persons
Wi1¢.—T73 = 220,000,000 —Jj— =11,000 =T— =3,100

—yao =1: —yi =1 is pronounced yao when a row of numbers is said e.g. for a phone or bus
number. (This is said to make distinct the difference between — y1 =1 and & g1 = 7).
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5 5
hao héao
date, number yell

We see a speaker platform with a speaker as a big mouth 1 kou yelling numbers and dates (p 1-7).
[1°5 kduhao = slogan (p 1-7) 71 haojiao =yell (p 1-2)

Date is expressed as: number month and then date. e.qg.:
+ = H — 115 shiér yué érshiwit hao = 12 month 25 date, i.e. December 25th.

gk

nian

year

On the upper part of a post there are placed 3 cross bars for the 3 normal years and then the special
leap year is marked to the left on the 2 upper bars with a small vertical and inclined dot.

The year is expressed by mentioning the 4 digits as numbers from0to 9, e.g.:

& 4F er ling yi ér nian = 2012 year, i.e. year 2012.

Date is expressed as: year, month, day. E.g. August 31st, 1976 is:

— BN\ H =+ —"5 yijit qi liu nian ba yué sanshiyi hio = 1976 year 8 month 31 date,
the same as 1976.08.31 which is according to EU rule.

JL

ji

how many, several

One is walking to the left, another to the right, and they cover up for others. How many are there?

JUH ji yué¢ = which month

JL5 ji hao = what date

(JL ji =how many is used here even when the answer is up to 31.

Otherwise J1 is reserved for cases where the answer does not exceed much more than 10).

PN
jtian
today
4> jin: we see the bow of a fruit boat with a sunshade coming to the river market today.

X tian = day (p 1-4).

4K JLH JL%5 jintian ji yué ji hio = what date is it today?
4>4F jinnian = this year

JUK Jiiitian = the 9™ Heaven (the highest) (p 1-4). (In the West the 7" Heaven is the highest).
‘147 qi shi ér hdng = all sorts of occupations (p 8).

Ti4€/\I] wit hua ba mén = of a wide variety, multifarious (p 9, 1-7).

JL4—E jit nid yi mdo = one hair from 9 oxhides = it is just a drop in the ocean! (p 11, 1-13)
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GEOGRAPHY

Geographic names of e.g. some of Chinas provinces and cities include the words east, west, south,
north, and rivers and lakes. (In China there are several big cities and cultural cities bigger than Paris
and Rome and there are several provinces with more inhabitants than Great Britain, see p 17).

The 4 compass directions do not have the most simple characters:

[i] R it 3]
X1 dong béi nan
west east north south

We have previously (p 1-10, 1-11) had 7§ x1 = west and %< dong = east.

The cold north 4t béi is shown by a couple of naked dead trees.

South F4 nan: in China you traditionally prefer to open up your house to the south: a small man
stands in the opening with a cross like lamp over and looks to the south (see e.g. ] mén = door
p 1-7, somewhat alike). He stands with outstretched arms and has a flat hat with 2 big feathers.

Chinese say e.g.: west-north: PiJt xib&i = north-west, and east-south: < g dong nan = south-east.
Z: 74 dongxi = thing

N

chuan

river; creek; plain; an area of level country; abbreviation for )1 Sichuan Province
3 vertical lines show a stream running down the slope.

P41 Sichuan. A western province (not far west), 80 mill inhabitans.

V0 )1l Sichuan was the first province to get more than 100 mill inhabitants.

Then EJK 17 Chongging Shi (see p 16) was separated from P4)I| Sichuan as a selfgoverning 17 shi
= municipality (like Bé&ijing Shi), a metropol city with a surrounding area twice the size of Denmark.
H KT Chongqing Shi is often called the world’s biggest city, with 30 mill inhabitants, but this is
then including a very big area (see p 16).

100 million= —1Z yiyi =1 0000 0000 is a more “round” number in Chinese than in the West
(see p 12).

R

Choéngqing

X qging = celebrate, consists of: K da = big below the symbol |~ guiing = broad, i.e. two big
words for this great city.

# chdéng = repeat / again: looks like a great ladder with a vertical post from the ground up to the
sky: with steps of cross lines repeated to 5 lines + a box around the centre step.

So here far up the VT Changjiang = Yangtze River we again arrived at a very big city.
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K

shui

water

The water in the stream JI| chuan has stopped so the 3 small lines are curled, to a K like symbol
with mirror reflection (K like Kettle for water).

#

huang

yellow

A small yellow gift box with 2 legs and a hat decorated with 2 crosses.

]
hé
river

At YT jiang = river (p 1-18) we have stains of water splash on a steel bridge across the river. Here
by 1] hé we have stains of water splash on a timber bridge: a flat bridge deck lies on a post with a
horizontal LI beam. The water stain symbol (radical) is often part of characters involving water.
(Radicals are important in reading Chinese Characters and using dictionaries).

{7 Huanghé = The Yellow River (the cradle of Chinese ancient culture).

A7 1 hékdu = river mouth (p 1-7)
i1 7K héshui = river water
YL jianghé = rivers (p 1-18)

7111 héshan = land, territory (p 1-6)
Y1l jiangshan = land, landscape (p 1-18, 1-6)
Ll1)1] shanchuan = land, landscape (p 1-6, p 14)
‘K1l hudshan = volcano (p 7, p 1-6)

1z yunhé = canal:

iz

yun

carry, transport

A small man like an “i” with a cap walks and pulls a river barge with our writing official on from
earlier (p 4: /A gong, see also p 8 7= qu).

[13%2]
1

1]

hu

lake

The character consists of a box with a cross on top between the water stain symbol and the moon
symbol: a little man = the cross stands on top of a box to better see the moon by the lake.

PE] Xtha = the West Lake at i) Hangzhou (e.g. praised by Marco Polo):
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wi

Héang

surname Hang / or abbreviation for the city:

#1JH Hangzhou (3 lines of streams + 3 didin dots of lakes, see p 1-18).

FT Hang as a cool tree &K mu by a stylistic covered park bridge.

ez

hai

sea, ocean

4 containers are piled on a ship with roof covering, and with the water splash symbol.

#51fF Huanghdi = The Yellow Sea (p 15)
¥ Shanghdi = e.g. where you get onto the sea / where the ocean begins (p 1-11)

& 171 haikou = sea port (p 1-7)
T xiahdi = go to sea, engage in trade, self-employed (p 1-11)
M linhdi = immense forest (p 1-8)

i

jing

capital

The square emperor walks in the capital with his wide hat with a tassel on the top and in his wide
coat.

B3¢ Nanjing = the former south capital

7R 3% Dongjing = Tokyo (east capital)

1t 5 Bé&ijing = north capital

SN b 5 ik B | S A ]

B&iDa Béijing hua Béijing Shijian

Peking University Beijing dialect Chinese Standard Time
1)

shi

city, market

On the market we look into a square market booth with an extra roof above.

it} =] EigET H R

shi Béijing Shi Shanghai Shi Chdngging Shi
Tl shi (municipality) 20 mill inhab 23 mill inhab 29 mill inhab
the 117 shi area 17.000 km? 6.000 km? 80.000 km?
main city, inhab. 11 mill. 16 mill. 7 mill.

(from UN 2010)
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Some Chinese provinces:

(see e.g. p 1-18) A IJ rénkdu = inhabitants (mill.)
Y1l Sichuan = 4 rivers 80
7]t Héb&i = north of the river Fi1] Huanghé 70

MR Hénan = south of the river 377 Huanghé 100
YL74 Jiangxi = west on the river YL Changjiang 50

514t Hab&i = north of the lake 60

1 ® Hanan = south of the lake 70

J” < Guingdong = broad east 110

] Guingxi = broad west 50 (autonomous)

L1 7% Shandong = east of the mountains 100

L1175 Shanxi = west of the mountains 40

& Fd Hdinan = south sea 9 (southern tropical island)

Some Chinese cities:

1t 5 Béijing = north capital 11
¥ Shanghai = at the sea 16

[k Chongging = again celebrate 7
] M Guiangzhou = broad district (= Canton) 9
P42 X1’an = west peace 4
B4 5¢ Nanjing = south capital 4
B Hangzhou = Hang district 3

L1 /X Shandong = east of X 47T 111 Taihangshan, and 11175 Shanxi = west of /4T 1| Taihangshan:

K47

Taihangshan

“The very big row of mountains”. TaihAng mountains on the border between 7]t Héb&i and 111 74
Shanxi.

(K, 47, 1L see p 1-4, 8, 1-6)

Pl Xiha = West lake (by #i /1 Hangzhou)
<1 Tian Shan = The Tian Mountains, the celestial mountains, in West China

S| RPN e |

Jing Hang Dayunhé

The Grand Canal, length = 1777 km

Kiz 7 Dayunhé = big canal, from %% Jing to &1 Hang, from Jt 5% Béijing to #1/1 Hangzhou.

The world’s longest man made canal, construction started 2,500 years ago. A big part was built in
the years 600 A.D. From ca. 1000 A.D. ship locks began to be installed, after its Chinese invention,
to replace the difficult and labour demanding sliding ramps.
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Above (p 15) we considered 7] hé = river. If we remove the water splash we get:

n] k& =but
A] /& késhi = but, however

And if we also remove the L1 beam we get:
] ding = adult man, diced food
If we have 2 of A] and pile one on top of another we get:

=1N

= g€ =big brother
=1=1N

€
=R gége = big brother, as we in Chinese often say the syllable twice to “soften” the word.

Above (p 16) we considered 5% jing = capital. If we remove the hat and centre foot we get:

H R
zhi zhi
only, merely measure word

A simple small box that runs.
There are also other words for only, e.g.:

77 cai = ability, just, only
A person just has the ability to balance on only one leg.

T caigan = competent (p 1-9) K7 tiancai = talent (p 1-4)
A fruit H guo (p 9) of information, an information fruit:
R ke =lesson, class

BRAS ké bén = text book (p 1-8: A b&n = root, is also e.g. measure word for books).

The next 50 simple Chinese characters

85 characters are presented here. The reader then can select 50 to understand and learn:

page 2 3 4 5 6 7

POAE FLME Ul UE O T T A BRI ot | R P B4 FE R A AT A K
8 9 10 11 12
KHATRELTHF RN SR ER S BB ERTERELFASNENNLTLE

15

13 14 16 18
[ SN | == I =0 N = SO (T e 7 A3 O T B o 2/ i S
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A few short reading exercises for this booklet 2 (“99 simple characters”)

page 2-3:

BN IR Zhonggudrén shudo Hanyl The Chinese speak Chinese

fi A7 A ik tamen you diannio They have a computer

p 4-5:

W 35 2 [l oK ) tingshud gongyuan tai xiao It is said that the park is too small
p 6-7:

B i = shangwti shi diin wii fen, In the morning at 10:05,

{5 B £ B BF R ‘K % ni de zhi shishi xia hudche ~ your host always gets off the train
p 8-9:

K2 Lk H, gud shi wa wayong, The fruits are without exception useless,
T NA B xingrén you bai hua and the pedestrian had a white flower

p 10-11;

g6 1l 2 A 1Y xian shanyang shéng ma? Is the mountain goat the first to give birth?
p 12-13:

i i) £ H /& JL5?  ta de shéngri shi ji hao? What date is her birthday?

p 14-15;

KL IE K AR PE KW feijT yon da dongxi 1ai ha Airplanes transport big things to the lake
p 16-17:

WA JL A A\ H Hiinan you jitibiiwan rénkéu  Hiinan has 9 mill inhabitants

p 18:

DOTE B A 4T, Hanyt wo shud bu hio, | do not speak Chinese so well,

A & Wb BF B 4 T, késhi ta gége caigan. but her big brother is competent.

T XM RS Ding Wénming yé& shi tiancai, Ding Wénming also has talent,

i 2 oK A ta shi daxuéshéng he is a university student

LS NE S| mingtian you yi It will rain tomorrow

o NN shi bu shi da yu? Will it be heavy rain?

/N T Xido yu No, it will just be drizzling (light rain)
17 xing OK, it is acceptable

G Nl ni shi jintian qu de? Did you go to day?

KAEREED wo shi zaoshang qu de | went this early morning

i Ak ok ZE 25 db 5 152 ni zud hudche qu Beijing ma?  Will you be going by train to Béijing?
W42, LA/ wo kaiche qu, qu liang gé xiaoshi 1 am going to drive a car, for 2 hours

®BEIF LRI woqu Beijing mai dongxi | am going to Bgijing for shopping
®ARAAI T L H  wo shi zai Beijing mai de | bought it in B&ijing

RN S w0 mashang lai | shall come to you right away

R 7E A2 hF g dongxi shi hio ma? Are the things OK?

AT, R 2 KK, bl xing, chuang shi tai chang, No, the bed is too long,

E M A & A A & ¥ maojin ba shi bai késhi huang and the towels are not white but yellow
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Exercise: PRESENTATION:

PRATT 47! nimen hio! Hello! (to more than one person)

K 1 Jensen Wo xing Jensen My name is Jensen (family name)

I 1Y Niels, wo jido Niels, My name is Niels (given name),

Y Jensen Niels jiao Jensen Niels my name is Jensen Niels

& A £ Virum Wo zhu zai Virum I live in Virum (Copenhagen suburb)
xRk Wo shi xuéshéng | am a student

T FF w0 xué Zhongwén I study Chinese language and literature
A+ =5 £&FEMAEH siyue shier hao shi wo de shéngri My birthday is April 12

S CR LS (N wo mama shi nongmin My mother is a farmer

B AAND o (e wo gdonggong shi ndngmin My grandfather was a farmer

S NN e Wo taigdng shi ndongmin My great grandfather was a farmer
FAE T A Wo gégé shi gongrén My big brother is a worker

K K2 KK W taitai shi daifu My wife is doctor

®ATH & )L, H JL T women ydu nii’ér, you érzi We have a daughter and sons

A1 2 % Jensen tamen y& xing Jensen Their family names are also Jensen

(This got to be many times exercising in writing & wo = I (myself), probably not the obvious
character for beginners to include among the 50 easy ones from booklet 1)

R 1! ni hio! Hello! (to one person)
PR - 1?2 ni hio ma? How are you?

S wd hio | am fine

A 4 W yé hio | am also fine

A CHINESE greeting us:

HEgar zioshang hio Good morning

Ik bR wd xing Lin My name is Lin

x AP E A, WO shi Zhongguorén, | am Chinese,

At A shi Bé&ijingrén from Bgijing

R A, 1 1 Lin xiansheng, nin hao! Hello Mr Lin!

fih 2 R )L T g2 ta shi ni érzi ma? Is this your son?

AR A & R 1Y % 4 bua shi. Ta shi wo de xuéshéng ~ No, he is my student

fir Y £ ta jjao Wang Hai His name is Wang Hai (Hai Wang)
fh & TR N ta shi Gudngdongrén He is from Guingdong province

Try to learn some of these short simple sentences (or the like) for a presentation and greeting.

Iy iz hio yun! Good luck!



READING EXERCISES 21

READING EXERCISES IN THE FIRST BOOKLET: Writing Chinese with 50 easy characters

On the front page there is written:
=P RAAL san g& da rén ru shan 3 big people went into the mountains
KRNI AR tai da réngdng timu a very big manmade construction

These characters are in the booklet explained partly directly and partly by stepwise making more
complex characters from the simple characters.

Reading exercises
The first booklet (booklet 1) contains a few reading exercises and here are my translations:
p 4:

+ = ANKANKF  shiér gé darén jiao daifu 12 adults are calling a doctor
p 6:
IPERNRES si yué ming ri xiao in April the bright sun smiles
p 8:

+HAMAKEZ/NA  shiyue Lin taitai mai xido mu
in October Mrs. Lin (Mrs. Wood) sells a small tree

p11:

AF RER dong wang shangchg ki one winter the king got into the car crying
p 13:

EBRANEHED Mao furen mai bai maojin Mrs. Mao buys white towels

p 15:

A=T—HN+ AR KTAEAALL
yOu san qian yi bai si shi ér ge tai da gongrén chia ru bai shan
there were 3.142 very big workers going in and out of the white mountains
p 16:
HR/NFALZE A T baitian xido zi zud xué Zhongwén zi
during the day the little son sits and studies the Chinese characters.
p 18:
TANETINAETF  gongrén zai Guingzhou ydu guing shou
workers in Guangzhou have broad hands.

The first booklet, booklet 1, with these reading exercises was reviewed in Fd 5{ Nanjing by
professor H Tian with whom The Technical University of Denmark cooperates.

This was the start to write 3 booklets together aimed at introducing Westerners to relatively easy
learn 148 basic Chinese Characters.

Some short Chinese sentences and dialogues by: H Tian. Booklet 3 characters are included:

TP B KA 5L Wang Ping de jia zai Nanjing.  Wang Ping's home is in Nanjing.
HFERIRZAETT chiintian héndud hua kai. Many flowers open in spring.
PN NP xiatian changchang xiayt. It often rains in summer.
KRERZHF. qititian you taidud gudzi. There are too many fruits in autumn.
XRERTEH, dongtian ydushi xiaxué. It sometimes snows in winter,

( 2 xué = snow).
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W, EPERG?
gqingwen, Wang Ping zaijia ma?
Excuse me, is Wang Ping at home?
fE. ARIEHE?
zai. ni shi shui?
Yes. Who are you?
Pt £, M. IR HE?
w0 shi Wang Ping de péngydu, wo jido Jiang Ming. ni shi shui?
I am Wang Ping’s friend, my name is Jiang Ming. Who are you?
TR, 15t
wo shi Wang Ping de gége. qingjin.
I am Wang Ping’s brother, come in, please.
.

xiéxie. / Thank you.

Rz —)r?

gud dudshdo yuan yijin?

How many yuan a pound for the fruit?
=—fr, BEZS?

san yuan yijin, nin yao dudshao?

Three yuan a pound, how many pounds do you want?
RE=IT.

w0 yao sanjin.

| want three pounds.
Uy, XK= . BOEE g ?

hdode, zhe shi sanjin. nin haiyao hua ma?

OK, these are three pounds. Do you also want flowers?
ANET, i,

bayao le, xiexie.

No, thanks.

W, ARG 2

gingwen, ni rénshi zhége zi ma?

Excuse me, do you know this character?
RXAFRL,

zhege zi shi hdo, ta shi yige hanzi.

This character is hao, it’s a Chinese character.
W, AR AN 7 2

xiexie, ni renshi nage zi ma?

Thank you. And do you know that character?
R — D7, WA VURA 7.

na y¢ shi yige hanzi, k&€shi wo burénshi nage zi.

That is also a Chinese character, but I don’t know that character.
SR 1, BIRIZE M DLEZ T

haishi xiexie ni le, mingtian wo qu wen hanyt ldoshi.

Thank you all the same. | will go to ask the Chinese teacher tomorrow.
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W RAEILH =52
mingtian shi jittyu¢ sanshi hao ma?
Is tomorrow September 30th?
AR, HRETH—5.
bushi, mingtian shi shiyu¢ ythao.
No, tomorrow is October 1st.
PREIR b2 2
ni mingtian shangxué ma?
Will you go to school tomorrow?
A, WIRZE P, JREMAFAF LI, IREELIE?

bu, mingtian shi gudqingjié, wo yao hé gége qu changchéng. ni yao qu na?

No, tomorrow is the National Day, | will go to the Great Wall with my brother.

Where are you going?

(K3 changchéng = the Great Wall: see p 19 in booklet 3 for this extra word).

WHEFGAET

wo zaijia xiebénzi.

| shall write the notebook at home.
PREFAFATT F A 2

ni yao hé women qu chdngchéng ma?

Would you like to go to the Great Wall with us?
U

haode.

Yes, | like to.

B RRAURE
jintian tianqi hénhao.
It’s a fine day today.
FEH, KFHRK, KR/,
shide, taiyang hén da, féng hén xido.
Yes, the sun is shining, and the wind is slight.
(K FH taiyang = sun).
PRA R EWEHL?
ni jintian qu nali?
Where are you going today?
WENWELE, WHiIERE. RE?

w0 qu gongyuan kan hua, tingshud hua hén méi. ni ne?

23

I’m going to the park to see flowers, it’s said that the flowers are very beautiful. What about you?

PERA L Z A KA. FIE T, MR,

w0 yao hé péngyou qu shiidian maishi. wo xian zdu le, mingtian jian.

| want to go to the bookstore to buy books with my friend. | go first, see you tomorrow.

AR I
mingtian jian.
See you tomorrow.
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